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CONFIDENTIAL MASERU 671 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, LT 

SUBJECT: MOITSE REMOVED FROM CABINET 

REF: MASERU 565 

1. IT WAS ANNOUNCED ON RADIO LESOTHO JUNE 24 THAT COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY MINISTER JOEL MOITSE'S APPOINTMENT TERMINATED. 

THIS MAY SET IN MOTION GOVERNMENT CHANGES CONTEMPLATED REFTEL. 

2. ANNOUNCEMENT SAID ONLY THAT MOITSE'S APPOINTMENT TERMINATED 
BY QUEEN MAMOHATO, REGENT. ON RECOMMENDATION OF PRIME MINISTER 
LEABUA JONATHAN. IT PERHAPS NOT COINCIDENTAL THAT MOITSE'S 
REMOVAL OCCURRED ONLY HOURS BEFORE RETURN OF KING MOSHOESHOE 
FROM STUDIES AT OXFORD. MOITSE IS FRIEND OF KING AND AT LEAST 

ONE SOURCE HAS REPORTED THAT KING DESIRED HIS INCLUSION IN 
CABINET. ANNOUNCEMENT MADE NO MENTION OF NEW POSITION FOR 
MOITSE OR HIS SUCCESSOR. 

3. MOITSE'S DEPARTURE FROM CABINET PREDICTED AND HOPED FOR 
BY MANY AS HE CREATED CONSIDERABLE CONTROVERSY DURING HIS 
NEAR YEAR AS COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER. HIS APPOINTMENT 
FIRST OFFENDED MANY BECAUSE HE CIVIL SERVANT, NOT POLITICIAN, 
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AND NON MOSOTHO AS WELL. HE WAS PROBABLY GREATEST RADICAL IN 
CABINET (ALTHOUGH IN COMPETITION WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
KOTSOKOANE AND AGRICULTURE MINISTER KAKHETLA, TWO OTHER CIVIL 
SERVICE APPOINTEES). HE WENT ON TO CASE CONSIDERABLE CONCERN 
AMONG MORE CONSERVATIVE BASOTHO AND OTHERS WHO FEARED HIS STIFF 
LOCALIZATION MEASURES WOULD CUT OFF NEEDED OUTSIDE, PARTICULARLY 
SOUTH AFRICAN, INVESTMENT. HE ALSO UNHELPFULLY INTERFERRED IN 
AFFAIRS OF UBLS ROMA CAMPUS, OF WHICH HE PREVIOUSLY IN CHARGE, 

TO APPARENT CONSTERNATION NOT ONLY OF SENIOR GOL OFFICIALS BUT 
ALSO AUTHORITIES IN SWAZILAND AND BOTSWANA. UNDERSTAND LAST 
STRA WAS UNAUTHORIZED SIGNING OF AGREE- 
MENT WITH SOUTH AFRICAN FIRM TO ESTABLISH WHOLESALE 
OPERATION IN LESOTHO. PRIME MINISTER AND KING HAD 
REPORTEDLY FAVORED ANOTHER SOUTH AFRICAN FIRM. 

BOLEN 
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